
Baker Family News! 

DC EVENT of the 

SEASON: 

Isaac James Baker 

marries Valerie Leigh 

Meyer. Four generations 

of the Baker clan came 

together to celebrate life 

and love in our nation’s 

capital.  

Marina has been 

involved in raising 

awareness of the problem 

of human trafficking as it 

relates to our own 

context: organizing and 

agitating among her peers 

at school and 

participating in events 

like the 5K “Run for 

Their Lives” recently 

sponsored by our friends 

at Freedom 4/24. 

Look for more Baker 

news in our upcoming 

family update from Liz, 

which will include some 

thoughts and reflections 

on life in the Holler and 

how it connects to global 

mission. 
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News from Ukraine, Virginia, and beyond  JIM AND LIZ BAKER 

While we continue to adapt to life in the 

foot-hills of the Blue Ridge, no moss has 

been growing under our feet in the world of 

mission. As ReachGlobal’s Europe Division 

Leadership Team (EDLT) met this fall, they 

affirmed the vision God has set before us: 
We exist to glorify God by serving as 
apostolic, kingdom-minded partners in 
every country in Europe as God transforms 
individuals, communities, and societies 
through the hope and power of the Gospel. 

In addition: We are asking God for: • 100,000 disciple makers • 10,000 

transformational churches • 15 locations with “Acts 19” results (regional Gospel 

transformation) 

This demands that we not only serve well, but partner effectively, all across Europe. A 

critical challenge is how to work in “both directions” (building depth into our teams 

while simultaneously expanding our impact through strategic partnering) without 

either losing effectiveness or becoming insulated in a “silo”? 

ReachGlobal Europe’s reponse to this challenge has been to dramatically expand its 

commitment to “service”: which is where we come in! 

Jim’s new role is to lead and build a team 

within ReachGlobal’s service group 

(SERVEurope) to resource our staff and 

partners throughout Europe in critical areas.  

The essence of this team is to catalyze: 

having enough experience  and expertise to 

consult well, being current on best 

practices, thinking and practice and well-

connected in the right places. But also able 

to “embed” with teams that could use some 

hands-on support or development over time.  

Our desire is that, when our teams or partners identify areas where such input is needed in multiple locations, we’ll 

be there. In addition to building and leading this team, Jim is its first member: building on the work in integral 

mission which has developed since our Ukrainian church planters first ran into the problem of HIV/AIDS years 

ago, and has continued as we’ve expanded our connections and horizons across Europe.  

We are convinced that prayer is of the essence, both in the support and execution of our work, and so we’ll be 

adding a team member who will serve this function in areas of prayer, prayer networks and prayer movements, 

particularly for (and among) marginalized people in Europe. We already know that providing such comprehensive 

support in the area of church planting will be critical… And we’ve hardly begun to dream… 

We believe Jim’s new role is an important opportunity that provides us with an unprecedented level of influence as 

we seek to use all that’s been invested in us to positively develop and empower others as they serve. An example 

would be ReachGlobal’s unprecedented efforts in Berlin. Jim has signed on as a “part-time member” on their City 

Team to serve concretely as they develop a response to human trafficking in an extremely complex environment. 

http://www.freedom424.org/r4tl/
http://www.freedom424.org/r4tl/
http://www.freedom424.org/
http://millpondporch.com/2013/02/07/integral-mission-say-what/
http://millpondporch.com/2013/02/07/integral-mission-say-what/


US Contact information: 

1202 Mill Pond Road, 

Appomattox, VA 24522 

434-992-2679 | cell: 434-664-9181 

 (Jim) – 9131 (Liz) jim.baker@efca.org 

liz.baker@efca.org   

Skype– jimlizbaker 

Blog – www.millpondporch.com  

Facebook | The Mill Pond 

 

Support address: 

   ReachGlobal 

   901 E. 78th St. 

   Minneapolis, MN 55420 

 Attn: Donor Services 

Checks should be made payable to 

EFCA.  Our account #: M 1206 should 

appear on the check.  

Click here for secure online giving. 

 

  

 

 

However, ministry funds are required to pursue the travel needed to build this new team, develop, expand and 

continually refresh its knowledge and relationship base, and present it well to our city teams and partners. We cannot 

schedule travel without a certain level of financial support… and we are about $1600 per month short of that goal at 

present… Your help in enabling us to move forward quickly is much appreciated. 

For example, we had hoped that Jim would have spent some additional time in Berlin by now, particularly as the Berlin 

City Team are formulating ministry plans for the coming year… But we have had to defer those plans in order to focus 

on firming up the financial partnerships with those who have a stake in this mission succeeding. 

We relish the idea of our leadership role being defined as one of service… And we are excited to pursue such a role 

with ReachGlobal: because this will not be merely an “in-house” role. Remember, this is a mission that says we “don’t 

own anything, control anything or count anything as ours.” So equipping our staff and our national partners is the start, 

not the limit. Our goal is to be ready to apply the fruits of our labors anywhere that doing so would help move our 

vision forward. And given the scope of our vision, that is a very broad canvas indeed on which to paint…  

Would you please pray about helping with a gift at this critical time, or sharing this opportunity with 
 others?

By His grace, 

 

 

Jim and Liz Baker 

We are continuing to develop the infrastructure 

at The Mill to support a ministry community, 

the vision for which is continuing to be refined. 

We see opportunities here as an ability to 

directly tie together our vision for Europe, our 

heart for sustainable development of Gospel 

initiatives and our relationship with you and 

your churches. Please consider contacting us 

about some short term opportunities that are 

ready for you right now… whether down at 

The Mill or with ReachGlobal in Europe. 
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