
Our updates (along with 

lots of other fun stuff that 

won’t fit on an email) are 
now posted on our blog: 
www.millpondporch.com  

We are also sharing bits 
and pieces of our life in 

Virginia on our Facebook 
page for The Mill Pond. 

As time goes by, you can 
track us this way. We are 

looking at ways to expand 
our impact here in 

Appomattox County, while 
simultaneously looking to 

expand gospel impact in 
Berlin and other places in 
Europe by empowering 

reflective practitioners of 

integral mission. 

We are also investigating 

ways to connect these two 
seemingly disparate 
worlds: the rural Blue 

Ridge foothills and the 

urban centers of Europe. 
We figure since there’s 
“one God and Father of 

all,” there must be some 
way to discern an 
underlying unity - after all, 

they are all “redemption 

songs” from the mind of 
the same Composer!  

 We’re in the 

process of 

devising various 

“looks” for your 

involvement 

here: Work Trip 

(help out the ole 

missionaries 

with their crazy 

projects). 

Outreach Trip 

(come on down 

and look to 

make a 

difference in 

someone’s life). 

Educational 

Time (learn 

about today’s 

“global 

  

 

News from Virginia, Germany, and beyond  JIM AND LIZ BAKER February 2012 

 

jim.baker@efca.org 

liz.baker@efca.org   

Skype and facebook – jimlizbaker 

 

By His grace, 

 

 

Jim and Liz Baker 

Pray with us… 
- for additional financial partnerships: 

families and churches who will 
commit with us to the reawakening of 

the church in Europe 

- for advocates (and freedom!) for 

those held in slavery today 

- for more workers for Europe’s great 

cities! 

Striking fact: We were aware that prostitution has been 

legal for some time in Germany. However, the 
regulatory system that was supposed to have been 

developed and put in place never materialized. Thus it 

is, as we were told, that “If you run a currywurst 

stand you have to deal with more governmental 

regulations than if you operate a brothel” 

 

Welcome to readers of Mill Pond 

Porch! We’d like to hear what 

you think of all this!  

 

It was noon - a dozen degrees below freezing - yet Eastern European women, dressed in bright 

colored parkas, were already working the snow-covered streets in the Kurfürstenstrasse district 
of Berlin. Our hearts were warmed by the joyful expressions with which these women 

welcomed our new friend from Neustart ministry. As ReachGlobal’s Europe Division 

Leadership Team met, Jim was glad to be tasked with helping the Berlin City Team establish 
contacts with outreaches that are engaging aspects of the problem of human trafficking.  

That meant less time in conference rooms and more time out and about, seeing God’s people 

embracing the full humanity of those touched by this problem. He met the new Berlin 

representative of International Justice Mission. Talk about kindred spirits! We both dream of 
“fostering international reflection on theology and activism and how they interact and inform 

each other” and “reframing the missionary call to include involvement in issues of justice.”  

We renewed acquaintances with Patricia Green, who leads Alabaster Jar. They are seen as 
“angels” by the women in prostitution whom they regularly meet and bless. They have found 

(to their surprise) that many Eastern Europeans do have a church background; they know of 

God, they pray. That has changed their thinking: it’s not just talking about God to people who 

know nothing at all about him. It’s finding Him in the midst of injustice…where He can, 
indeed, frequently be found. 

Trafficking, like most businesses, 

legal and otherwise, can be boiled 

down to economics of supply and 

demand. Could it be possible to 

reduce the demand? In a culture 

where, we know, that one out of 

three men regularly pay for sex? 

To date, we have found no active 

initiatives, faith-based or otherwise, 

focused on reducing the demand for 

commodified sex which drives the 

economics of trafficking.  

We, together with our partners in 

Germany, are wrestling with how 

to address this issue. We ask your 

prayers for wisdom! 
 

Support address: 

   ReachGlobal 

   901 E. 78th St. 

   Minneapolis, MN 55420 

 Attn: Donor Services 

Checks should be made payable to EFCA.  Our 

account # M 1206 should appear on the check.  
Click here for secure online giving. 

 

We’re working on various ways to get you down here in the holler: Work Trip (help out 
the ole missionaries with their crazy projects). Outreach Trip (come on down and look 
to make a difference in someone’s life). Educational Time (learn about today’s “global 

mission,” what we’ve been learning about mission from everywhere to everyone and how 
local congregations and communities engage it). Networking Opportunity (get together 
with others of like interest in mission, ministry or vocation). Watch this space! 
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